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Abstract

The success of a demonstration challenging the political status quo depends
on the demonstrators ability to mobilise individuals who are not directly
affected by the issue. The effectiveness of such mobilisation is also closely
linked to the political opportunity structure of the context. In a political
environment where the functioning of the ruling system relies on the
combined use of systematic repression and the political instrumentalisation of
ethnicity, the development of a sense of moral obligation to act, as well asthe
salience of political solidarity, become necessary conditions for activism.
However, the persistence of political tribalism tends to discourage public
engagement when the demonstration is not directed towards the acquisition of
power for one's ethno-tribal group. To test this hypothesis, 600 Cameroonian
students completed a self-report questionnaire comprising four measurement
scales. A moderated mediation effect was examined, and the implications of

the findings are discussed in light of existing literature.

Keywords: political tribalism; activism; moral obligation; political
solidarity; political opportunity.

1. Introduction

There are many contexts in which protest, although imminent,
does not materialise. This redlity is particularly evident in
repressive environments, where the likelihood that demands
challenging the political status quo will be met remains
especialy low (Ayanaian & amp; Tausch, 2016). The specificity
of these contexts lies in the systematic use of coercive tacticsin
response to any attempt to challenge the established social
order. These tactics may be physical (e.g. injury and torture),
psychological (e.g. fear, terror, and trauma), or socia (e.g.
preudice and stigmatisation). They can target politica
opposition parties, media actors, members of civil society, as
well as ordinary citizens. Since repression is an instrument
primarily available to dominant groups, in the sense described

by Sidanius and Pratto (1999), it constitutes a mechanism of
institutional discrimination.

Repressive policies constitute a means through which the
ruling system not only shapes the beliefs, attitudes, and political
behaviours of citizens (both victims and witnesses), but also
protects the power and resources of its allies against pressures
from other elites and the masses (Messanga, Ayingone Obame
&amp; Nzeuta Lontion, 2023). For the latter, these policies may
take various forms. They include prohibiting political parties
from organising meetings and demonstrations; the use of
infformants and agents provocateurs, the censorship of
newspapers; torture, kidnappings, and massacres; the banning
of political actors' activities; the limitation of citizens demands
and expectations of the governing system; and intimidation by
the police, security forces, and vigilante groups. These

Social Science and Humanities Journal, Vol. 10, Issue. 04, Page no: 9947-9955

DOI: https://doi.org/10.18535/sshj.v10i03.2219

Page | 9947




Parfait and Désiré/ The Moderating effect of political tribalism on the relationship between moral obligation, political solidarity and activismin

arepressive and multi-ethnic African context

restrictive measures generally lead subordinates either to
disengage from political issues or to withdraw from the political
arena (Dzeutso Mouafo, Taffo Nemboué &amp; Messanga,
2023).

Today, the literature examining activism in repressive
environments provides multiple explanations of how
subordinates may initiate movements capable of redefining
existing social arrangements. It identifies the necessary
conditions (Messanga & amp; Taffo Nemboué, 2025), outlines
the underlying mechanisms [6], and discusses the implications
of such behaviours ([7]; [4]). Prior to this body of work,
researchers in the field generally focused on contexts in which
collective action was aready likely or underway (van Zomeren,
2016). However, the motivational dynamics of protest in
repressive contexts differ significantly from those observed in
democratic settings (Ulug, Chayinska & amp; Tropp, 2022). In
such contexts, both the costs (e.g. time and financial resources)
and the risks (e.g. physical violence and imprisonment)
associated with protest are considerably higher, particularly in
authoritarian regimes [6]. For this reason, collective action for
social change must be understood as a context-sensitive
phenomenon (Odag, Ulug, Kamk &amp; Magani¢, 2023),
which cannot be adequately analysed without considering the
conditions in which individuals operate [39].

Examining these conditions helps to explain why, in many
contexts where such action might be expected, it fails to
materialise [16]. From the perspective of resource mobilisation
theory, individuals are regarded as rationa actors capable of
weighing the costs and benefits associated with participation
([12]; [13]). Accordingly, individuals are more likely to engage
in collective action when the perceived benefits outweigh the
anticipated costs. In practice, individuals assess the likelihood
of success or failure not only in terms of resource availability
[17], but also with regard to the presence of political
opportunities [15], defined by institutional structures and the
openness of the political system....characteristics of the context.
These opportunities encompass both the costs (e.g. time,
energy, financia resources) and the risks (eg. arrest,
imprisonment, or job loss) associated with participation in
demonstrations [6].

The analysis of political opportunity in the study of
collective action has therefore tended to focus primarily on
repression as a mechanism of institutional discrimination. For
instance, Ayanian and [37] demonstrated that, in repressive
contexts where there is a strong perception of high risks
associated with protest (e.g. job loss, arrest, imprisonment, or
torture), the propensity to engage in collective action declines
due to the subjective importance attributed to these risks. Their
findings indicate that perceived risk constitutes a negative
predictor of individuals willingness to participate in future
collective action, beyond the influence of other variables.

In response to these findings, Ayanian et a. (2021) proposed
the concept of moral obligation to act as a variable capable of
reducing the perceived probability of risk and increasing the
likelihood of engagement in collective action. This occurs
through the strengthening of core protest motivations, such as
outrage, political efficacy, identity-building efficacy,

participatory efficacy, and politicised identification. However,
repression is clearly not the only strategy of social dominance
employed by dominant groups, particularly in multi-ethnic
authoritarian regimes [20].

1.1.The moral obligation to act as the proximal
motivation for collective action in arepressive context.

The literature consistently supports a positive and significant
relationship between moral obligation to act and participation in
collective action ([6]; [7]; [4]). Moral obligation refers to a
motivational force derived from beliefs about what ought to be
done in response to a given issue [32]. According to these
authors, amoral norm defines what is right and wrong; a moral
conviction represents a particularly strong and salient moral
norm; and moral obligation corresponds to the motivation to act
in accordance with that norm.

Thus, moral obligation to act reflects an individual's decision
to participate in a specific form of collective action, grounded
in the conviction that "acting is the right thing to do" [46]. It
motivates individuals to behave in line with their moral
principles, often to the extent that they transcend personal
interests [32]. In this sense, moral obligation reduces the
perceived weight of the costs and risks associated with
repression. Consequently, the process that shapes collective
action in arepressive context begins with an assessment of the
perceived probability of risk and culminatesin the devel opment
of a heightened sense of mora obligation to act [6]. This
dynamic positions moral obligation as the proximal mativation
for collective action in such contexts.

One might assume that individuals would systematically
participate in public demonstrations whenever they feel morally
obliged to act. However, in certain contexts,
subordinates--including relatively privileged individuals and,
more broadly, members of the general public--may choose to
disengage from political activism due to their subgroup
affiliations. In redity, the refusa to participate in
demonstrations, even when individuals are convinced that it is
the "right" course of action, does not primarily arise from
differences between social subgroups. Rather, it stems from the
manipulation of these affiliations by political authorities
seeking to acquire or preserve particularistic interests. This
reflects the principle of the political instrumentalisation of
ethnicity, as described and observed in multi-ethnic African
contexts (Messanga & amp; Ekango Nzekaih, 2021).

1.2.Political tribalism as a manifestation of the
politicalinstrumentalizationof ethnicity in a multiethnic
African context

Africa in general, and sub-Saharan Africa in particular, is
characterised by states with strong ethno-tribal foundations,
around which policies of social cohesion have been constructed.
However, these policies carry significant implications for
citizens decisions to participate in demonstrations. In
Cameroon, for instance, political competition is closely
intertwined with regional balance policies and quota systems.
The country is often metaphorically described as a "national
cake", in which different ethnic groups compete for access to
key positions within the state. As elections approach, political
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elites frequently exploit perceived disparities in development
between ethno-tribal communities. By mobilising grievances
related to inadequate infrastructure - such as roads, schools,
hospitals, access to potable water, and electricity - they seek to
rally support from their respective communities for the political
parties they represent. This mobilisation is often aimed at
securing or preserving privileges, either for the community as a
whole or, in some cases, for personal gain.

Beyond their characterisation as highly repressive
environments (Messanga & amp; Taffo Nemboué, 2025), these
multi-ethnic African societies are also marked by the strategic
exploitation of social vulnerability. Political leaders may take
advantage of populations experiencing uncertainty and social
exclusion to intensify intergroup tensions, thereby advancing
either their own interests or those of their ethno-tribal group
(Messanga &amp; Ekango Nzekaih, 2021). This politica
instrumentalisation of ethnicity is rooted in a combination of
economic, historical, and politica factors. For instance, it
encourages members of ethno-tribal communities to mobilise
exclusively in support of their "village brother" (Tchaneno,
2014). This constitutes a concrete mechanism that initially
involves intergroup differentiation and the devaluation of
outgroups in order to strengthen ingroup identity by placing it
above other subgroups and justifying the inferior status and
restricted rights of certain outgroups. Subsequently, it fosters
the construction of a collective identity defined by hostility
towards outgroups, thereby encouraging ingroup members to
engage in acts of exclusion and alienation directed at outgroup
members (see also Messanga et al., 2024).

The maintenance of the political status quo observed in these
systems rests primarily on the combined use of two functional
logics: systematic terror and the political instrumentalisation of
ethnicity [20]. Both are recognised as strategies of institutional
discrimination. The former involves the disproportionate use of
coercive and violent sanctions, combined with intimidation
tactics targeting subordinate groups (see Messanga &amp;
Taffo Nemboué, 2025), thereby increasing the perceived
probability of repression [6]. The latter refers to the
manipulation of identity markers by elites pursuing
particularistic interests (Messanga &amp; Ekango Nzekaih,
2021), with the aim of generating intergroup hostility and
preventing the emergence of a shared national consciousness
(Messanga &amp; Nzeuta Lontio, 2020). This, in turn,
undermines the development of a common understanding of the
stakes of activism for socio-political change, as individuals
prioritise subgroup or personal interests. This dynamic
congtitutes the foundation of political tribalism ([18]; Messanga
& amp; Npiane Ngongueu, 2021).

In such competitive contexts, where one group's gains are
perceived as another's losses (the zero-sum game hypothesis),
intergroup hostility becomes almost inevitable. The interests of
each ethnic group tend to be seen as incompatible with those of
other groups, as well as with the general interest, for which the
state is ostensibly the guarantor [18]. Consequently, groups
engage in intense competition for control over the state and its
institutions, often through the establishment of centres of
political and administrative dominance. Political tribalism, as

discussed here, refers to the strategic use of ethnic identity in
political competition between groups [14]. According to
Messanga and Npiane Ngongueu (2021), it is a mechanism that
generates structural conditions conducive to the formation of
political identities, the consolidation of tribal boundaries, and
the construction of the "other" as a foreigner. It thus emerges
from the political instrumentalisation of ethnicity and
contributes to the maintenance of the political status quo
(Messanga & amp; Ekango Nzekaih, 2021).

1.3.Theasymmetrical roles of political solidarity and
political tribalism in the relationship between moral
obligation and activism in a repr essive multi-ethnic context

Although it is well established that moral obligation to act
increases the likelihood of engaging in activism that challenges
the political status quo in repressive contexts [6], the foregoing
framework suggests that this relationship is not linear in
environments where leaders aso rely on the politica
instrumentalisation of ethnicity. This strategy gives rise to
political tribalism, which acts as a demobilising force by
hindering the emergence of a shared sense of "common
destiny". Without the salience of such a "common
destiny"--that is, without the development of an inclusive social
identity - moral obligation is unlikely to trandate into active
participation. Indeed, social identity lies at the core of collective
action (van Zomeren, Postmes &amp; Spears, 2008; Agostini
&amp; van Zomeren, 2021). For individuals to remain
convinced that taking action is the "right" course in arepressive
and multi-ethnic context, they must perceive themselves as "al
in the same boat".

In the sense articulated by Subasi¢, Schmitt, and Reynolds
(2011), "common destiny" reflects a form of interdependence
between individuals and groups. This includes shared
experiences of victimisation in the face of acommon adversary,
as well as the perception of shared goals, values, and struggles.
It is grounded in the emergence of a shared social identity that
transforms a distinction between "us' and "them" into a more
inclusive and unified "we". Thus, when individuals experience
a moral obligation to act, their willingness to cooperate in the
face of the political instrumentalisation of ethnicity depends on
the salience of this inclusive identity, which renders ethnic
subgroup affiliations less relevant. In such circumstances,
collective action for political change becomesthe "right" course
of action.

This perspective aligns with the political solidarity model
proposed by Subasi¢, Reynolds, and Turner (2008). Political
solidarity refers to the process through which individuals who
are not directly affected by the disproportionate actions of
dominant groups nevertheless become willing to chalenge
existing socia hierarchiesin unity with those who are. Drawing
on self-categorisation processes, this model posits that
individuals from different ethnic backgrounds are more likely
to support a cause when they perceive that the dominant group
no longer legitimately represents the values associated with the
broader, inclusive social category. Consequently, political
solidarity entails both the symbolic exclusion of dominant
groups and the inclusion of subordinate groups within a
redefined collective identity - shifting from an ethno-tribal
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identity to a broader civic identity. In this sense, Neufeld,
Starzyk, and Gaucher (2019) define political solidarity as
operationally as the degree to which an individual "stands" with
a minority group and its cause, and commits to working
alongside it to achieve the desired socio-political change.

In the face of institutional discrimination based on ethnicity,
political solidarity facilitates the effect of moral obligation on
activism aimed at challenging the political status quo. However,
the persistence of political tribalism in citizens' everyday lives
produces inhibitory effects within this relationship. Even when
individuals minimise perceived risks and develop a sense of
moral obligation to act in support of a political cause, if that
cause is championed by individuals from a different ethnic
group, they may fed released from this obligation and prefer to
remain passive. Accordingly, this study advances the
hypothesis of a moderated mediation, whereby political
solidarity mediates the relationship between moral obligation
and activism, while politica tribalism moderates this
relationship. Specifically, we argue that in a repressive
multi-ethnic context, moral obligation increases the likelihood
of activism (H1). This relationship is mediated by political
solidarity (H2), and moderated by political tribalism (H3).

2. Method
2.1.Participantsand procedures

A total of 600 Cameroonian students (63.2% female; 94.3%
aged between 20 and 35; 81.3% unaffiliated with any political
party; 54% of Fang-Beti cultural origin, 24.2% from the
Grassfields, 13.3% from the Sudanese-Sahelian, and 8.5% from
Sawa) voluntarily participated by completing a questionnaire as
part of a demonstration against electoral fraud. These
participants were selected using a convenience sampling
method. All respondents completed four sets of items measured
on a seven-point Likert scale (ranging from 1 = strongly
disagree to 7 = strongly agree).

2.1. Materials

Moral obligation to act was assessed using three items (e.g.
"I would feel morally obliged to participate in protests against
electoral fraud") adapted from Vilas and [32] (a = .76).

Political solidarity was measured using nine items (e.g.
"With regard to the fight against electoral fraud, | feel
connected to the mobilisation of other ethnic groups") adapted
from Neufeld et al. (2019) (o = .83).

Political tribalism was assessed using four items (e.g. "The
political elites of my ethnic group should occupy prestigious
positions in the administration of this country") adapted from
Messanga and Npiane Ngongueu (2021) (a = .61).

Finally, activism was measured using four items (e.g. "To
fight against electoral fraud, | would join an organisation
campaigning for this cause") adapted from the politica
mobilisation scale developed by Moskalenko and McCauley
(2009) (o = .83).

2.2.Data analysistechniques

Descriptive analyses were first conducted using measures of
central tendency (means) and dispersion (standard deviations).

A correlation matrix was then generated using the

Bravais-Pearson correlation test.

Subsequently, mediation analyses were conducted using
JASP software (Windows 10). Finally, a moderated mediation
analysis was performed using SPSS®, based on Model 8 of
Hayes (2013) PROCESS macro, with 5,000 bootstrap samples.
This procedure enabled the estimation of the indirect effect of
moral obligation on activism through political solidarity, while
accounting for the moderating role of palitical tribalism on both
the relationship between the independent variable (moral
obligation) and the mediator (political solidarity), and the
dependent variable (activism).

3. Results

The results of the analyses are presented with a focus on two
main aspects. First, descriptive statistics summarise the data
and provide insight into the direction and strength of
relationships between variables. Second, inferential analyses
are used to test the study's hypotheses and assess the
generalisability of the findings.

3.1.Descriptive statistics

The table below indicates that, with the exception of political
solidarity (M = 5.44; SD = 1.43) and activism (M = 4.64; SD =
1.47), which were relatively high, the levels of moral obligation
(M =3.98; SD = 1.58) and political tribalism (M = 3.50; SD =
1.39) were comparatively low, faling dlightly below the
theoretical midpoint (M = 4) of the seven-point scale used. This
finding indicates that, overall, individuals are more willing to
mobilise and participate in demonstrations for a political cause
championed by citizens belonging to ethno-tribal groups other
than their own. At the same time, they report lower levels of
moral obligation to act and are less likely to base their
engagement on ethno-tribal affiliation.

Tablel: Descriptive statistics and correlation matrix

M(SD) |1 2 4 5
1. Mora
obligation |3.98(1.58) |-
to act
2 Political | )1 1 43y | 0.0g7%%%
solidarity
3. Political
Tribalism 3.50(1.39) | 0.054 -0.098*
4. o 4.64 (1.47) | 0.371*** | 0.432*** | 0.083*
Activism

*p<.05 * p< .0l *** p<.00l; M =Mean; SD =
Standard deviation.

The correlation matrix shows that activism is positively and
significantly associated with mora obligation (r = .371,pppp>
.05), but it is negatively and significantly associated with
political solidarity (r = —.098,pp< .001).

3.2.Inferential statistics

The regression analyses revealed positive and significant
effects of moral obligation (c: B = .247; z = 7.181; p .05). In
line with the recommendations of Y zerbyt et al. (2018), these
results confirm the mediating role of political solidarity in the
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relationship between moral obligation and activism. The total
effect (c = .344) is greater than the direct effect (¢’ = .247),
indicating partial mediation (c = ¢ + ab = .247 + .097 = .344).
The indirect effect (ab = .097) represents approximately
28.25% of the total effect (M% =[(ab) / c] x 100 = 28.25%).

Table2: Test of the mediation effect

Standard
Error

Type of

effect Relations B

Z-value |P

Moral ob
ligation
=> Activ
ismOblig
ation =>
Political
solidarity
Solidarit
y =>Act
ivismObl
igation
=> Solid
arity =>
Activism
Obligatio
n=>
Activism

Direct ef
fectIndir
ect effect
sTota
effect

<.001<
.001<
.001<
.001<
.001

7.1817.6
149.5585
.9599.77
3

.247.211.
461.097.
344

.034.028.
048.016.
035

c'ababc =
c+ab

Regarding the moderating effect, the regression analyses
revedled negative but non-significant interaction effects
between mora obligation and political tribalism on both
political solidarity (B = —.023;t= —1.280;p> .05) and activism
(B = —.027;t= —1.270;p> .05). Although these effects are not
statistically significant, they suggest a tendency for political
tribalism to weaken the influence of moral obligation on both
political solidarity and activism. Consistent with this
observation, the index of moderated mediation is negative
(Index = —.011), with a confidence interval that includes zero
(95% CI [—.011, .010], based on 5,000 bootstrap samples),
indicating that the moderated mediation effect is not
statistically significant. Furthermore, political tribalism shows a
non-significant positive effect on political solidarity (B =
.004;t= 0.053;p> .05) and a significant positive effect on
activism (B = .224;t= 2.317;p< .05). A summary of these results
is presented in Figure 1.

Political
e solidarity

.230%**
(—.011)

Activism

obligation

Figurel: Moderate mediation model (Model 8 in the
PROCESS macro of Hayes, 2013).

4. Discussion

This study aimed to explain conventional forms of protest in a
repressive multi-ethnic context by examining the role of moral
obligation to act, mediated by political solidarity and moderated
by political tribalism. Overall, the findings largely support the

proposed hypotheses. Although not all observed effects reach
statistical significance, the results contribute meaningfully to
understanding how political opportunity structures shape
activism.

4.1.Summary of results

The first hypothesis examined the direct effect of moral
obligation on activism. The findings indicate that individuals
who feel a stronger moral obligation to act are more likely to
participate in lawful demonstrations challenging the political
status quo. These variables are positively related (r = .371,p ),
suggesting that an increase in moral obligation corresponds to
an increased willingness to engage in collective action.

Regression results further confirm that moral obligation
significantly predicts activism (B = .330;t= 4.094;p ). This
finding is consistent with the existing literature, which identifies
moral obligation as a key driver of collective action ([32];
Agostini &amp; van Zomeren, 2021) Agostini &amp; van
Zomeren, 2021), and more specifically as the proximal
mechanism underlying this phenomenon in repressive contexts
([el: [71; [41).

The second hypothesis aimed to test the mediating role of
political solidarity in the relationship between moral obligation
and activism. The results support our predictions and confirm
partial mediation (|c'| = .330 < |c| = .469), aongside relatively
high levels of political solidarity among respondents. As
expected, a substantial proportion (28.25%) of the effect of
moral obligation on activism is mediated by political solidarity.
More precisely, when individuals who are not directly affected
by a conflict (i.e. members of the general public) feel morally
obliged to support a political cause, they become more willing
to participate in peaceful demonstrations because they perceive
themselves as sharing a common destiny with the protesters.
Thus, in line with the literature on political solidarity, the
salience of an inclusive socia identity - of which political
solidarity is a manifestation - acts as a facilitator of activism
(Subasic¢ et al., 2008; Subasi¢ et al., 2011).

The final hypothesis examined the moderating role of
political tribalism in the mediated relationship between moral
obligation, political solidarity, and activism in a repressive
multi-ethnic context. Although the effects were consistently
non-significant, the results indicate that the interaction between
moral obligation and political tribalism tends to reduce both
political solidarity (B = —.023;t= —1.280;p> .05) and activism
(B = —.027;t= —1.270;p> .05). Consistent with the moderated
mediation index--which, athough aligned with our
expectations, remains non-significant--this hypothesis is not
supported (Index = -—.011; 95% ClI [—.011, .010]).
Interestingly, while political tribalism significantly increases
activism, this effect appearsto reflect awillingnessto engagein
demonstrations primarily on the basis of ethnic affiliation. The
implications of these findings, together with the study's
limitations, are discussed below.

4.2.Implications, limitations and perspectives of the
study.
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"Cregtive wisdom and the outcomes of activists choices,
their capacity for action, can only be understood and evaluated
by examining the political context and the rules of the game in
which these choices are made - that is, the structure" (Meyer,
2004, p. 128). From the perspective of political opportunity
structures (see van Zomeren, 2016), changes in the political
context shape individuals' expectations regarding the success or
failure of collective action. As a key dimension of the political
environment that can either encourage or discourage
participation [36], political opportunity - often conceptualised
as political openness--refers to the extent to which ingtitutions
allow or constrain protest within a given period.

In repressive and multi-ethnic contexts, the dynamics of
institutional discrimination in political competition are largely
based on the combined use of systematic repression and the
political instrumentalisation of ethnicity (Messanga &amp;
Taffo Nemboué, 2025; [20]; Messanga &amp; Ekango
Nzekaih, 2021). These political opportunities shape not only the
likelihood of protest, but also the forms it takes - that is, the
repertoire of collective action available to individuals [19].

When this repertoire includes activism - understood as a
willingness to engage in legal and non-violent political action
[26] - our findings highlight the importance of a salient moral
obligation to act, particularly in contexts where perceived risks
are heightened due to repression. However, even when
individuals recognise that "acting together" (i.e. political
solidarity) is the appropriate course of action, in multi-ethnic
settings characterised by both repression and the political
instrumentalisation of ethnicity, members of the public -
especialy those not directly affected - often feel exempt from
participation due to political tribaism. This provides a
theoretical basis for the hypothesised moderating role of
political tribalism. Indeed, governing authorities may
strategically manipulate identity processes by increasing or
decreasing perceived socia distance between groups for
political purposes - for example, by fostering division,
stigmatising certain groups, or privileging others along ethnic
lines [31].

Individuals living in such repressive and politically tribalised
environments may therefore refrain from participating in
demonstrations, even when they perceive a shared fate with
protesters and experience a mora obligation to act.
Nevertheless, several limitations must be acknowledged,
particularly with regard to measurement. The reliability of the
political tribalism scale was relatively low, indicating limited
internal consistency. The original instrument proposed by
Messanga and Npiane Ngongueu (2021) has not yet undergone
rigorous psychometric validation. While the initial scale
included 16 items (with half formulated as reverse items), only
four of the positively worded items demonstrated acceptable
consistency in the present study. Improving this measurement
instrument would likely yield more robust and reliable results.

As a phenomenon highly sensitive to contextual factors
(Odag et d., 2023), the modelling of protest behaviour must
always be interpreted in relation to the political opportunity
structure within which it occurs. In this respect, the present
findings offer valuable perspectives for understanding social

and political change in contexts characterised by limited
political openness. Political tribalism, arising from the political
instrumentalisation of ethnicity, appears to define a politicised
identity content that prioritises the interests of readily
accessible ethnic subgroups over nationa collective interests,
the pursuit of which is often perceived as risky and uncertain.
This situation places citizens in a socia dilemma, representing
afundamental challenge for collective action ([30]; Gao, Geng,
Mecona, Li, Mmedb, &amp; Yan, 2024). Moreover, the
conseguences of political tribalism tend to exacerbate tensions,
undermining what were previously harmonious societal
relations.

From the perspective of identity content (Turner-Zwinkels
&amp; van Zomeren, 2021) and intersectionality theory [8],
future research should explore the specific meanings associated
with each subgroup identity in order to understand how these
identities intersect with the content of overarching social
identities. Such an approach would, for instance, clarify the
extent to which self-identification with an ethno-tribal
community may coexist with identification with the nation.

Furthermore, drawing on research concerning the structural
characteristics of social systems [38], scholars are encouraged
to investigate how collective action emerges in contexts where
systematic repression and the political instrumentalisation of
ethnicity operate simultaneously. This line of inquiry is
particularly valuable for understanding how these two structural
congtraints - which shape political opportunity - may, under
certain conditions, paradoxically function as significant levers
for social protest.
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